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Who reads the

Askov American?

James Murphy of Kerrick
is among the many
people who read the Askov
American every week.

Thank you!

Area
" Events

BLOOD DRIVES
Feb. 8, 8:30-1 p.m., Pine City H.S., 1400
Main St. S., Pine City.
Feb. 13, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Walmart, 1100
Hillside Ave. SW, Pine City.
Feb. 14, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Hinckley H.S., 201
Main St., Hinckley.

Feb. 28, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Hinckley
Grand Casino, 777 Lady Luck Dr.
Memorial Blood Center (888) 448-3253 or
MBC.ORG. (888) 448-3253 or MBC.ORG.

BOOK CLUB MEETINGS
Sandstone Library book club, second Thurs-
day of the month, Sept.-May, 10 a.m.

AMERICAN LEGION POST MEETINGS
Post 243 meets second Thurs. of month, 6
p.m., Askov Legion Hall.

Post 361 meets second Thurs. of month,
Corral Bar, Willow River.

Post 563 meets second Fri. of month, 6
p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, Bruno. (320)
245-9908 or (320) 838-3580.

Post 563 Auxiliary meets second Thurs.
of month, 5 p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church,
Bruno. (218) 382-0392 or (218) 380-9038.

SNOWMOBILE CLUB
Northern Pine Riders meet second Fri. of
month at 7:30 p.m. at club building (on Co.
Rd. 43), Willow River.

GUN SHOW
Feb. 10,9a.m.-5 p.m., Feb. 11,9a.m.-3
p.m., new and used firearms, ammo and
supplies. Clayton the Coin Guy, breakfast
and lunch available. Pine County Historical
Museum, 6333 Andersen Alle, Askov. www.
ACExposgunshows.com.

AMERICAN LEGION MEAT RAFFLE
Feb. 10,17, 3-5 p.m.,Ray & Marge’s
Resort, Sturgeon Lake. (218) 372-3677.

ONE HEARTLAND FUNDRAISER
Feb. 10, 5-8 p.m., Moose Lake Brewing Co.,
244 L akeshore Dr., Moose Lake. Beer, brats &
baked goods, music, send youth to camp.

DINNER AT THE LAKE
Feb. 10, 6 p.m. speaker Eric Faust, Duluth
Coffee Co., Audubon Center of North Woods,
reservations required, www.audubon-
center.org, (888) 404-7743.

DIABETES WELLNESS GROUP
Meets second Mon. of month, 10 a.m.,
Mercy Wellness Center, Moose Lake, (218)
485-5836.

EAST CENTRAL PTO
Feb. 12, 3:45-4:45 p.m., Room 151.

ASKOV AREA LIONS
Meets second Mon. of month, 6 p.m., Little
Mermaid Cafe.

FREE GRIEF EDUCATION AND SUPPORT
Feb. 12,19, 5:30-7 p.m., Mercy Hospital,
Conf. Room, Moose Lake. (218) 485-5508.

PINE COUNTY REPUBLICANS
Meet second Tues. of month, 7:30 p.m.,
Tobies, Hinckley, contact Katie Nelson (320)
385-0127.

GARDEN CLUB MEETING
Feb. 13, 1 p.m., Sandstone Flower and
Garden Club, Cross Church, Sandstone.

55+ DRIVER IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Feb. 13, 1-5 p.m., East Central Schools,
61085 St. Hwy. 23, Finlayson.
Feb. 15, 5-9 p.m. & Feb. 26, 5-9 p.m., Pine
City Elementary, 700 6th Ave. SW, Pine City,
Register at www.mnsafetycenter.org or call
(888) 234-1294.

LEGO CLUB
Feb. 13, 3:30-4:30 p.m., grades 1-6, Hinckley
Public Library, 106 First St. SE, (320) 384-
6351. Legos provided.

DAV CLOVERLEAF CHAPTER 4
Feb. 15, 6 p.m. potluck, 7 p.m. meeting,
Askov Legion Hall.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS FUNDRAISER
Feb. 16, 6 p.m., jump in frigid water, meat
raffle, live music 9 p.m.-midnight. Feb. 17,

10 a.m., pancake breakfast, frigid water
jump in, silent auction, music and more.
Bears Den, 4852 Main St., Bruno.
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A crew looks for a broken water main along H. C.
Andersen Alle in Askov Monday evening. Water was
restored to residents along Brogade and Jernbanegade

According to Deputy Clerk Kathy Morris, there have
been two other water main breaks this winter due to
aging infrastructure. The city council is looking into
what it will take to begin upgrading it.

Photo by Shawn Jansen

|

(320) 838-3151 * askovamerican@scicable.com ¢ $1

Hnericans

Est. 1914

For 25 years, One Heartland sends underserved youth to camp
Party with Heart: Saturday, February 10, 5-8 p.m. at Moose Lake Brewing Company

Shawn Jansen

Do you remember going to
summer camp? It’s a tradition
full of fond memories for many.
Thanks to One Heartland, for
the last 25 years, camp has be-
come an option for young people
who would never have dreamed
of going.

That’s because One Heart-
land’s summer camps are
geared for kids who face stig-
matizing circumstances. It is a
normal childhood experience for
those whose lives are anything
but normal.

The organization started
as Camp Heartland in 1993,

a camping experience held
throughout the Midwest for
youth affected by HIV/AIDS.

In 1996, with the help of a
donation from Minnesota Twins
Manager Paul Molitor, the
organization purchased its own
93-acre campus in Willow River.

In 2006, the organization
expanded its mission and its
partnerships, becoming One
Heartland.

What has kept its heart
beating these 25 years?

Staff

A quick perusal of the
leadership team on the website
shows that, once touched by
One Heartland, staff tend to
stick around. National Camp
Director Jill Rudolph has been
with the program for 10 years.
Susan Leckey, One Heartland’s
major gifts officer, has been with
the organization since 1993.

It’s not only staff who want
to be there.

“It’s a place where kids want
to be,” said Tony Koecher of
Kerrick, the facility manager
for One Heartland. He came on
board in May of 2001.

“My experience at One
Heartland has been very re-
warding and continues to this
day. I work with a great staff,
and kids who need it most,”
Koecher said. He takes care
of the grounds, buildings, the
mowing and snow plowing,
among many other caretaking
duties.

“I work with hundreds of
volunteers every year, some of
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In 1996, Camp Heartland purchased the 93-acre campus now known as One Heartland in Willow River. The campus has a retreat center,
cabins, amphitheater, lakes, pool and more. The facilities are available for rent. For more on the camp, visit www.oneheartland.org.

those volunteers that need to be
taught, and some who teach me,
and many volunteers who just
want to make a difference,” said
Koecher.
Volunteers

Volunteers are the lifeblood
of the organization. One such
volunteer is Jenny Lanoue-
Glerum of Moose Lake. A
clinical improvement lead for
Medica, she looked in the com-
munity for volunteer options
to make a difference using her
nursing skills.

“I noticed the camp sign on
Highway 61 and decided to
research One Heartland to see

Canoeing and fishing are two of the many activities campers enjoy

at One Heartland.

what volunteer opportunities
they needed filled. I volunteered
for one week as a nurse at that
time during Camp Heartland
and have been hooked ever
since!”

“I love the mission of the
camp and the fact that it is
available for so many under-
served populations,” Lanoue-
Glerum says of the most mean-
ingful part of volunteering. “It is
an accepting setting that allows
the campers to be themselves.
Seeing that personal growth
that has occurred among camp-
ers, other staff, my daughter,
and even myself while volun-
teering, during a week of camp,
or from year to year, has been
amazing!”

She says there’s a bonus.
“The company I work for allows
me to use Volunteer Time Off
for 16 hours of volunteering,
and after I donate 30 hours
to an organization, it donates
dollars for doers to the organi-
zation in my name. Since 2016
T've logged over 435 hours at
camp. I truly couldn’t imagine a
better way to give back!”

Groups and individuals can
volunteer. “Camp has great
volunteer opportunities for any-
one, no matter your age or your
skillset,” says Lanoue-Glerum.

Partnerships

One Heartland partners
with many organizations to
fulfill its mission. There are
several agencies in the Twin
Cities that refer young people
to camp, such as the housing
services People Serving People
and Simpson House.

Rudolph explained that
much of the work of getting the
camp ready for summer is done
by a traveling AmeriCorps’
National Civilian Community
Corps (NCCC) group. NCCC
teams also serve as camp coun-
selors and have helped restore
the camp after flooding caused
damage in 2012 and 2016.

The Challenge Incarcera-
tion Program-Willow River is
also a crucial partner, coming
weekly to help maintain the
facility in any way they can.

One Heartland will host a
Day of Service this spring, a
chance for community mem-
bers to help prepare camp for
the summer — complete with
a camp tour and lunch. More
information about this oppor-
tunity is listed on the organiza-
tion’s website (below).

Donors

According to the website,
the cost of camp is based on
income and need, but campers
are never turned away if they

can’t pay, and One Heartland

can help cover the cost of trans-
portation.

That kind of commitment
to kids can only be met by the
hearts of generous donors.
Though grants are utilized to
help cover some expenses, it is
through monetary and in-kind
gifts both large and small that
make camp possible for those
families who can’t afford it.

Heart muscle cells are organ-
ized in layers that, in coordi-
nation, squeeze in different
directions to pump blood as ef-
ficiently as possible. It is a great
picture of the efficiency created
when One Heartland staff, part-
ners and donors work together
to provide camp for kids.

The kids

Lastly, it is seeing coura-
geous young people transformed
through the empowerment and
hope that a camp experience

Camper artwork shows the em-
powerment experienced at One
Heartland’s summer camps.

provides that keeps everyone
“pumped” and inspired at One
Heartland.

There’s Camp Heartland
for those youth living with or
affected by HIV/AIDS. Camp
Northstar is for youth experi-
encing homelessness or housing
instability. Youth striving for
a healthy lifestyle can attend
Camp 5210 (5210 is a simple
daily formula to live healthier:
five or more fruits or vegeta-
bles, no more than two hours of
screen time, one or more hours
of physical activity, and zero
sugary beverages).

Camp True Colors is for
youth identifying as LGBTQ+.
And Camp Hollywood HEART,
hosted in partnership with
Hollywood Heart in Malibu,
California, helps youth affected
by HIV/AIDS through the arts.

One testament to the impact
of camp is that campers often
return to One Heartland for
leadership experience and be-
come staff themselves. Some of
their stories are shared on the

website to celebrate the 25th
anniversary milestone.
Get involved

What will help keep this
heart going to reach even more
young people? The care and
support of our community. The
public is invited to attend a
fundraiser this weekend for
One Heartland. Meet staff and
volunteers and hear for yourself
the impact of camp.

A “Party With Heart” is 5-8
p.m. Saturday, February 10, at
Moose Lake Brewing Com-
pany. There will be beer, brats,
baked goods, a silent auction,
broomball, live music with the
Barstool Revelers and more, all
to raise $5,000 to send 10 kids
to camp this summer. For every
$6 beer purchased, $2 will go to
One Heartland. Details can be
shared through their Facebook
page.

To find out more about One
Heartland, to read stories of
campers and volunteers, to do-
nate or volunteer, or to register
a camper, go to http://www.
oneheartland.org/.
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